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Abstract
AIM: To distinguish primary hepatic carcinoma with extrahepatic 
metastasis from secondary hepatic carcinoma (SHC).

METHODS: Eighty-nine in patients with confirmed primary hepatic 
carcinoma with extrahepatic metastasis and secondary hepatic 
carcinoma in the period of November 1992 to May 1996, were 
reviewed, the shape diameter number of intrahepatic cancer nests, 
serum AFP, CA19.9 and CEA levels were compared.

RESULTS: There were 17 cases (19.1%) PHCEHM and 72 cases 
(80.9 %) SHC in this group. There were 9 cases (52.9%) with 
pulmonang metastasis, 3 cases (17.6%) with bone metastasis and 5 
cases (29.4%) woth other organ metastasis. In SHC there were 30 
hepatic metastasis (41.7%) from gastric carcinoma 27 cases (37.5%) 
from lung carcinoma, 8 cases (11.1%) from pancreas carcinoma, 
and 7 cases (9.7%) from other carcinoma. Examination by CT scan 
showed in primary hepatic carcinoma that single cancer nests in 

10 cases (58.8%), satellite cancer nests in 7 cases (41.2%); and in 
secondary hepatic carcinoma single cancer nest in 3 cases (4.2%), 
satellite cancer nests 8 cases (11.1%), the other 61 cases (84.7%) 
were multicancer nests with equalsize. In primary hepatic carcinoma 
15 were AFP positive, and CA19.9 + CEA were the negative, CA19.9 
+ CEA of the rest 2 cases were positive, including 1 cholangiocellular 
cancer all was AFP negative, and 1 mixed hepatocellular cancer was 
AFP positive. In SHC CA19.9 + CE A were positive, AFP negative in 
69 cases, AFP positive in 3 cases.

CONCLUSION: The results indicated that of the cases with 
intrahepatic and extrahepatic cancer nests 80.9% were SHC. Cases 
with intrahepatic single cancer nests, and serum AFP positive 
and CA19.9 + CEA negative, were in generall PHC, or else SHC. 
It was difficult to distinguish AFP-positive SHC, cholangiocellular 
carcinoma and mixed hepatocellular cancer accounting 5.6% (5/89) 
totally, which should be identified by pathological examination of 
extrahepatic or intrahepatic cancer nests. These results can serve 
as a reference for clinicians to make differential diagnosis of primary 
hepatic carcinoma with extrahepatic metastasis from secondary 
hepatic carcinoma.

Key words: Liver neoplasms/diagnosis; Liver neoplasms/secondary; 
Neoplasm metastasis; Lung neoplasms/secondary; Stomach 
neoplasms/secondary

© The Author(s) 1998. Published by Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All 
rights reserved.

Zhao SL, Pan XF, Lü XP. Primary hepatic carcinoma with extrahepatic metastasis 
and secondary hepatic carcinoma. World J Gastroenterol 1998; 4(Suppl2): 108  
Available from: URL: http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/full/v4/iSuppl2/108.
htm  DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v4.iSuppl2.108

E- Editor: Li RF

Primary hepatic carcinoma with extrahepatic metastasis and secondary 
hepatic carcinoma

Shuang-Luo Zhao, Xiu-Feng Pan, Xiao-Ping Lü

ABSTRACTS

Submit a Manuscript: http://www.wjgnet.com/esps/
Help Desk: http://www.wjgnet.com/esps/helpdesk.aspx
DOI: 10.3748/wjg.v4.iSuppl2.108

World J Gastroenterol  1998 October 15; 4(Suppl2): 108
 ISSN 1007-9327 (print)  ISSN 2219-2840 (online)

© 1998 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.

108 October 15, 1998|Volume 4|Issue Suppl2|WJG|www.wjgnet.com



                                      © 1998 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Published by Baishideng Publishing Group Inc
8226 Regency Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA

Telephone: +1-925-223-8242
Fax: +1-925-223-8243

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
Help Desk: http://www.wjgnet.com/esps/helpdesk.aspx

http://www.wjgnet.com


