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Abstract

The first issue of the World Journal of Clinical Urol-
ogy (WJCU), whose preparatory work was initiated on
December 6, 2010, will be published on December 28,
2011. The WJCU Editorial Board has now been estab-
lished and consists of 101 distinguished experts from
25 countries. Our purpose in launching the WJCU is
to publish peer-reviewed, high-quality articles via an
open-access online publishing model, thereby acting as
a platform for communication between peers and the
wider public, and maximizing the benefits to editorial
board members, authors and readers.
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INTRODUCTION
I am Makoto Ohorti, a Professor from Tokyo Medical
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Figure 1 Editor-in-Chief of the
World Journal of Clinical Urol-
ogy. Makoto Ohori, MD, Professor,
Department of Urology, Tokyo Medi-
cal University, 6-7-1 Nishi-shinjuku,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0023, Japan.

University (Figure 1) and the Editor-in-Chief of World
Journal of Clinical Urology (World | Clin Urol, W]CU, online
ISSN 2219-2816, DOI: 10.5410). I am very pleased to an-
nounce that the first issue of WJCU, whose preparatory
work was initiated on December 6, 2010, will be pub-
lished on December 28, 2011. The WJCU is a bimonthly
peer-reviewed, online, open-access, journal supported by
an editorial board consisting of 101 experts in experi-
mental medicine from 25 countties.

There have been considerable technical and scientific
innovations in the urological field in the last two decades.
In addition, our methods of checking the progress of
these innovations have dramatically changed from paper
publications to internet. Following an unprecedented
boom in online journals, this has filtered into many medi-
cal fields as well. Our new free-online journal, WJCU,
would like to play an important role in providing medical
information to both patients and their physicians.

CONTENTS FOR PEER REVIEW

In order to guarantee the quality of articles published in
the journal, WJCU usually invites three experts to com-
ment on the submitted papers. The contents for peer re-
view include: (1) whether the contents of the manuscript
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are of great importance and novelty; (2) whether the
experiment is complete and described cleatly; (3) whether
the discussion and conclusion are justified; (4) whether
the citations of references are necessary and reasonable;
and (5) whether the presentation and use of tables and
figures are correct and complete.

SCOPE

The aim of WJCU is to rapidly report new theories,
methods and techniques for prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment, rehabilitation and nursing in the field of urogeni-
tal diseases. WJCU covers genital diseases, urogenital
abnormalities, urogenital neoplasms, urologic diseases,
urogenital surgical procedures, diagnostic imaging, en-
doscopy, andrology, benign prostatic hyperplasia, uro-
dynamics and urinary dysfunction, incontinence, urinary
tract stones, minimally invasive therapy, renal transplan-
tation, urinary reconstruction, traditional medicine, in-
tegrated Chinese and Western medicine, evidence-based
medicine, and epidemiology. The journal also publishes
original articles and reviews that report the results of ap-
plied and basic research in fields related to urology, such
as immunology, physiopathology, cell biology, pharma-
cology, medical genetics, and the pharmacology of Chi-
nese herbs.

COLUMNS

The columns in the issues of WJCU will include: (1)
Editorial: To introduce and comment on the substantial
advances and their importance in fast-developing areas; (2)
Frontier: To review the most representative achievements

and comment on the current research status in important
fields, and propose directions for future research; (3)
Topic Highlight: This column consists of three formats,
including (A) 10 invited review articles on a hot topic,
(B) a commentary on common issues of this hot topic,
and (C) a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4)
Observation: To update the development of old and
new questions, highlicht unsolved problems, and provide
strategies on how to solve the questions; (5) Guidelines
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for Clinical Practice: To provide guidelines for clinical di-
agnosis and treatment; (6) Review: To systemically review
the most tepresentative progress and unsolved problems
in the major scientific disciplines, comment on the cur-
rent research status, and make suggestions on future
work; (7) Original Articles: To report original innovative
and valuable findings in urology; (8) Brief Articles: To
briefly report novel and innovative findings in urology; (9)
Case Report: To report a rare or typical case; (10) Letters
to the Editor: To discuss and reply to the contributions
published in WJCU, or to introduce and comment on a
controversial issue of general interest; (11) Book Reviews:
To introduce and comment on quality monographs on
urology; and (12) Guidelines: To introduce consensuses
and guidelines reached by international and national aca-
demic authorities worldwide on research in urology.

There is a proverb about not seeing the wood for
the trees, which suggests that we should not be caught
up with trivial matters and lose sight of the big picture.
Similarly, we need good study design and statistical sup-
ports not to lose “sight of the big picture”. On the other
hand, we need to realize how important each tree is in
our medical field. WJCU will focus on both tree and
wood related to all urological diseases and provide a place
to communicate, therefore, we encourage all colleagues
to actively use this online free journal. It is our hope that
this fine collection of articles will be a valuable resource
for WJCU readers and will stimulate further research into
the vibrant area of urology.
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