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Abstract
BACKGROUND 
Lutetium has been shown to be an important potential innovation in pre-treated 
metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer. Two clinical trials have evaluated 
lutetium thus far (therap and vision with 99 and 385 patients, respectively), but 
their results are discordant.

AIM 
To synthetize the available evidence on the effectiveness of lutetium in pre-treated 
metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer; and to test the application of a new 
artificial intelligence technique that synthetizes effectiveness based on 
reconstructed patient-level data.

METHODS 
We employed a new artificial intelligence method (shiny method) to pool the 
survival data of these two trials and evaluate to what extent the lutetium cohorts 
differed from one another. The shiny technique employs an original 
reconstruction of individual patient data from the Kaplan-Meier curves. The 
progression-free survival graphs of the two lutetium cohorts were analyzed and 
compared.

RESULTS 
The hazard ratio estimated was in favor of the vision trial; the difference was 
statistically significant (P < 0.001). These results indicate that further studies on 
lutetium are needed because the survival data of the two trials published thus far 
are conflicting.

CONCLUSION 
Our study confirms the feasibility of reconstructing patient-level data from 
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survival graphs in order to generate a survival statistics.
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Core Tip: This paper describes the application of a new technique of individual-patient data reconstruction 
to the progression-free survival curves published in two trials evaluating lutetium in metastatic prostate 
cancer. Our analysis interpreted these survival data and showed discordant results between the two trials, 
that need to be addressed by further clinical research.

Citation: Messori A. Lutetium in prostate cancer: Reconstruction of patient-level data from published trials and 
generation of a multi-trial Kaplan-Meier curve. World J Methodol 2022; 12(3): 107-112
URL: https://www.wjgnet.com/2222-0682/full/v12/i3/107.htm
DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.5662/wjm.v12.i3.107

INTRODUCTION
Lutetium has been shown to be an important potential innovation in pre-treated metastatic prostate 
cancer, but the extent to which outcomes are improved by this treatment still needs to a fully invest-
igated. Three studies have evaluated lutetium in this disease condition. One was phase II (therap trial[1]
), the second was phase III (vision trial[2]); the third, which was an observational real-world study[3], 
differed from the first two because lutetium was given after radium-223.

In recent times, techniques that reconstruct individual patient data from the graphs of Kaplan-Meier 
curves have considerably improved in terms of performance and easy applicability[4]. One advantage is 
that the availability of these techniques permits to combine multiple survival curves published in 
different trials without using any meta-analytical statistics. An example of this approach is presented 
herein. Our objective was two-fold: 1) to quantify the gain in progression-free survival determined by 
lutetium: 2) to demonstrate the applicability of techniques of patient-level data reconstruction in 
addressing specific questions based on time-to-event endpoints without the need to employ any meta-
analytic statistics.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
We applied the shiny technique of individual patient data reconstruction[4] to the Kaplan-Meier graphs 
of progression-free survival reported in the therap phase-II trial[1] and in the vision phase III trial[2]. 
Both trials were conducted in patients with metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer previously 
treated for their metastatic disease. In the therap trial, the treatment group received Lu-PSMA-617 
(6·0–8·5 GBq intravenously every 6 wk for up to six cycles) while the controls were given cabazitaxel (20 
mg/m² intravenously every 3 wk for up to ten cycles). In the vision trial, the treatment group received 
177Lu-PSMA-617 (7.4 GBq every 6 wk for four to six cycles) plus protocol-permitted standard care while 
the controls received standard care alone. In the therap trial, progression-free survival was defined as 
the interval from randomisation to first evidence of pupil-size artefact progression defined by an 
increase of at least 25% and at least 2 ng/mL after 12 wk (as per PCWG316), radiographic progression 
using locally reported computed tomography and bone scanning [Response Evaluation Criteria In Solid 
Tumors (RECIST) 1.1 and PCWG3 criteria for bone lesions], commencement of non-protocol anticancer 
treatment, or death from any cause. In the vision trial, the end-point was image based progression free 
survival.

The progression-free survival graphs of the two lutenium cohorts by Hofman et al[1] for the therap 
trial (99 patients; follow-up of 18 mo; 90 events) and Sartor et al[2]  for the vision trial (385 patients; 
follow-up of 30 mo; 254 events). For each of these two Kaplan-Meier curves, the graph was digitalized 
and converted into x-y data pairs using Webplotdigitizer (version 4.5, https://apps.automeris.io/wpd/
). Then, the shiny package (version: 1.2.2.0; subprogram “Reconstruct Individual Patient Data”; 
https://www.trialdesign.org/one-page-shell.html#IPDfromKM, see reference[4]) was used to 
reconstruct patient-level data on the basis of x-y data pairs, total number of enrolled patients, and total 
number of events. Finally, the pooled survival curves were generated from the reconstructed patient-
level data and analyzed through standard Cox statistics. For this purpose we used three packages 

https://www.wjgnet.com/2222-0682/full/v12/i3/107.htm
https://dx.doi.org/10.5662/wjm.v12.i3.107
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(“coxph”, “survfit”, and “ggsurvplot”) under the R-platform. The hazard ratio (HR) was estimated.

RESULTS
The shiny procedure combined with standard Kaplan-Meier statistics allowed us to compare the 99 
patients given lutetium in the therap trial with the 385 patients given lutetium in the vision trial.

Figure 1 shows the two Kaplan-Meier curves generated from reconstructed patient-level data. The 
HR estimated from these curves favored the patients of the vision trial and was 0.59 (95%CI, 0.46 to 
0.75). The difference was statistically significant (P < 0.001).

DISCUSSION
When two or more randomised trials are available on a therapeutic issue and the clinical end-point is 
the form of time-to-event, synthetising the clinical evidence is a complex issue, and there is presently no 
consensus on which methodological approach should be preferred[5,6]. Pooling the values of HR is 
certainly the method most commonly used, but its important limitations have been widely recognised 
for many years (e.g. the inability to account for the length of follow-up, the inability to model variations 
of risk over time, the dimensionless nature of HR as opposed to the greater informative value of 
absolute parameters such as medians, etc.)[8]. The development of the restricted mean survival time has 
represented an advancement in this field[8,9], but the use of this parameter unfortunately remains low.

In this context, the marked improvement in performance of techniques that reconstruct individual-
patient data[4] represents an important innovation, the role of which still needs to be fully evaluated. 
On the one hand, reconstructing individual-patient data is a mandatory pre-requisite to determine the 
RMST, and this explains the increased use of these reconstruction techniques when a single trial needs 
to be analysed[7]. On the other hand, another potential use of these techniques is being recognised when 
multiple trials are available: in such cases, these techniques offer a new methodological alternative to 
standard meta-analytic methods[5,6] and also to the more recent approaches where meta-analysis is 
based on the use of RMSTs[8,9].

The various parameters mentioned above (especially HR, RMST, and median) have been investigated 
for many years to identify their respective advantages and disadvantages, and the literature on this 
issue is wide[7]. In contrast, the literature on the use of reconstructed survival curves is still in its early 
stages[4,6], and this holds true particularly when multiple trials are analysed and pooled together.

The experience described herein offers a limited but useful contribution to the development of meta-
analysis-like methods based on reconstructed survival curves.

The two control groups of the two trials differed in the treatment they received, and so were not 
included in our analysis, which was focused only on the two lutetium groups of the two trials. In 
comparing these two group with one another, our results raise the need to explain the statistically 
different outcomes shown by the HR and presented in Figure 1.

The inclusion criteria of the therap and vision trials were very similar, and so they likely had no 
substantial role in determining this difference. In fact, in the therap trial, patients had metastatic 
castration-resistant cancer and PET eligibility criteria for the trial were PSMA-positive disease, and no 
sites of metastatic disease with discordant FDG-positive and PSMA-negative findings; previous 
treatment with androgen receptor-directed therapy was allowed. In the vision trial, patients had 
metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer previously treated with at least one androgen-
receptor–pathway inhibitor and one or two taxane regimens and had PSMA-positive gallium-68 
(68Ga)–labeled PSMA-11 and PET scans. While these differences in the inclusion criteria do not seem to 
suggest a better prognosis for patients included in either trial, a number of factors (e.g. environmental 
and lifestyle factors, tissue biomarkers, molecular pathological epidemiology, the microbiota, etc.) might 
have influenced tumor development and response to therapy. Hence, the discrepancies observed across 
the two trials included in our analysis might be explained by these factors. As regards innovative 
treatments such as lutetium, it should be stressed that molecular pathological epidemiology research 
has a growing role and is increasingly recognized to be a promising strategy to improve prediction of 
response to therapy.

In summary, the main strength of our analysis lies in the originality of the methodological approach 
that reflects the recent availability of very efficient patient data reconstruction techniques. The main 
limitation is represented by the indirect nature of the comparison between the two lutetium cohorts.

CONCLUSION
Our study indicates that further studies on Lu-PSMA-617 are needed because the survival data of the 
two trials published thus far demonstrate quite conflicting results. The example described in this paper 
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Figure 1 Kaplan-Meier curves from reconstructed patient-level data. Pooled Kaplan-Meier survival curves obtained by reconstruction of individual 
patient data from two trials (therap[1] and vision[2]). Vision trial in red, therap trial in blue; time expressed in months. See text for details.

confirms the feasibility of reconstructing patient-level data from survival graphs in order to generate a 
survival statistics from these reconstructed data. To evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of this 
new methodological approach, further analyses will be needed.

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS
Research background
Two trials have been published to assess the effectiveness of lutetium in metastatic prostate cancer. The 
need to convert these effectiveness data into a pooled estimate represents a useful opportunity to test an 
innovative technique of individual patient reconstruction based on the analysis of Kaplan-Meier curves 
(shiny method).

Research motivation
The main motivation was to test the performance of the shiny method based on a real data-set.

Research objectives
Clarifying the effectiveness of lutetium in metastatic prostate cancer and confirm the reliability of the 
shiny method as a tool for reconstructing individual patient data.

Research methods
The clinical trials that have thus far evaluated lutetium in metastatic prostate cancer have been 
identified by standard literature search. A pooled survival curve has been generated from these trials by 
using the shiny technique of individual patient data reconstruction.
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Research results
Two clinical trials were identified. A pooled Kaplan-Meier survival curve was generated that 
synthesizes the current evidence on the effectiveness of this treatment in this disease condition.

Research conclusions
A two-fold conclusion: First, lutetium is effective in metastatic prostate cancer; second, the Shiny 
technique can successfully be used to pool survival data from two trials without employing any meta-
analytical method.

Research perspectives
The shiny technique has been confirmed to be a useful new tool for analyzing survival data from 
multiple trials and therefore deserves to be further applied in the analysis of clinical evidence.
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