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We present a case of blunt force thoracic trauma leading to a pericardial rupture, with acute
cardiac herniation, which resulted in cardiogenic shock. The reported case not only demonstrates
the difficulty of initial diagnosis but also highlights clinical and radiographic findings which could
have identified the injury earlier in this patient’s course.
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Echocardiography and chest computed tomography (CT) showed herniation of the |eft ventricle
into the left thoracic cavity, whereby a diagnosis of cardiac herniation due to rupture of the
pericardium was made and an emergency surgical repair was successfully performed.
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