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Development of the documentation and appraisal review tool for systemalic reviews
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Abstract

AlIM: To develop a tool Lo more explicitly assess and document the quality of systemalic reviews,

METHODS: We developed the Decumentation and Appraisal Review Tool (DART) using epidemiologic
principles of study design and the following resources. the modified Overview Qualily Assessment
Cuestionnaire {modified GOQAQ), Assessment of Multiple Systematic Reviews (AMSTAR), the Cochrane
Handbook, and the standards promoled by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and the
Institules of Medicine (IOM). We designed the DART tool to include the following: more detail to provide
guidance and improve standardization of use, an approach o assess quality of systemalic reviews
addressing a variety of research designs, and additional space for recording notes to facilitate recall.
DART underwent multiple rounds of lesting with methodologists of varying levels of training and
experience. Based on the resulls of six phases of pilot testing, we revised DART to improve performance,
clarity and consistency. Pilot testing also included comparisons between DART, and the two most

commonly used tools to evaluate the quality of systematic reviews, the modified OQAQ and AMSTAR.

RESULTS: Compared to the modified OQAQ and AMSTAR, DART includes two unigue questions and
several questions covered by modified OQAQ or AMSTAR but not both. Modified OQAQ and DART
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