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Crosignani A ef al. pbDCs in follow-up of HCV-infected patients

Andrea Crosignani, Antonio Riva, Silvia Della Bella
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Hepatitis C virus (HCV) has a high propensity to establish chron

HCV-infected individuals to activate effective antiviral immune r

ic| infections. Failure of

ses 15 at least in

part related to HCV-induced impairment of dendritic cells (DCs) that|play a central role in

activating T cell responses. Although the impact of HCV| on DC phenotype and function is

likely to be more prominent in the liver, major HCV-induced alterations are detectable in

peripheral blood DCs {(pbDCs) that represent the most accessible source of DCs. These

alterations include numerical reduction, impaired production of inflammatory cytokines
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