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Abstract

I the last vears, our knowledge of the pathogenesis in acule and chronic pancrealitis
(AP/CP) as well as in pancreatic cancerogenesis has significantly diversified.
MNevertheless, the medicinal therapeutic options are shill limited and therapeutic
success and palient oulcome are poor. Epigenetic deregulation of gene expression is
known to contribute to development and progression of AP and CP as well as of
pancreatic cancer (PC). Therefore, the selective inhibition of aberrantly active
epigenetic regulators can be an effective oplion for fture therapies. Histone
deacetylsases (HDACs) are enzymes that remove an acetyl group from histone tails,
thereby causing chromalin compaction and repression of lranscriplion. In this review
we present an overview of the carrently available literature addressing the role of
HDACs in the pancreas and in pancreatic diseases. In pancreatic cancerogenesis,

HDAC= plav a role an the immortant nrocess of emithelial-mesenchymal- ransition.
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