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Abstract

Endoscopic evaluation of indeterminate biliary  strictures (IDBSs) has evolved
considerably since the development of flexible liberoptic endoscopes over 50 years ago.
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiography pancreatography (ERCP) was introduced
nearly a decade later and has since become the mainstay of therapy for relieving
obstruction of the biliary tract. However, longstanding methods of ERCP-guided tissue
acguisition (i.e. biliary brushings for cytology and intraductal forceps biopsy for
histology) have demonstrated disappointing performance characteristics  in
distinguishing malignant from benign etiologies of [DBSs. The limitations of current
technologies have thus helped drive the search for novel techniques to enhance the
evaluation of 1DBSs to improve diagnosis and clinical care. These modalities include,

but are not limited to, endoscopic ultrasound, intraductal ultrasound, cholangioscopy,
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