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ﬁl? pancreatitis is a necro-inflammatory disease of the exocgipe pancreas that
is characterized I.'ly| inappropriate aclivation of zymogens, mlmliﬂn of the
pancreas by inflammatory cells, and destruction of lht-l pancreatic exocrine cells,
Acute pancreatitis can progress o a severa life-threatening disease, Currently
there is no pharmacotherapy to prevent or treat acute mmcrml.ili&ﬁ of the
more common factors associated with acute pancreatitis is alcohol abuse.
ﬁlthﬂugh!mmmunly associated with papcreatitis alcohol alone is unable Lo cause
pancreatilis. Instead, it appears that aleohol and its metabolic by-products
predispose Lthe pancreas to damage [rom agents that normally do not caose
pancreatilis. or more severe disease from agents that normally cause mild
pancreatic dﬂnmgcl Ower the last 10 to 20 years, a tremendous amount of work

has defined a number of aloohol-mediated biochemical changes in pancreatic
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