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Abstract

Ulcerative colitis (UC) is characterized by chronic inflammation of the large bowel in
genetically susceptible individuals exposed to environmental risk factors. The
disease course can be difficult to predict, with symptoms ranging from mild to
severe. There is no generally accepted definition of severe UC, and no single outcome
is sufficient to classify a disease course as severe. There are several outcomes

indicating a severe disease course, including progression of the disease's extension, a
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