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Abstract

Imaging workup of patients referred for elective assessment of chest disease requires an
artieulated approach: imaging is asked for achieving timely diagnosis. The concurrent or
subsequent use of Thoracic Ultrasound (TUS) with conventional (chest x-rays-CXR-) and
more advanced imaging procedures (CT and MREI) implies advantages, limitations and
actual problems. Indeed, despite TUS may provide useful imaging of pleura, lung and
heart disease, emergency seenarios are currently the mest warranted feld of application of
TUS: pleural effusion, preumotho hang consolidation. This stems from its role in
limited resources subsels; aclu&llj',nrasnund is an excellent risk reducing tool, which
acts by 1} increasing diagnostic certainly, 2) shortening lime (o definitive therapy, and 3)
decreasing, problems from blind procedures that carry an inherent level of mmﬂi-:atiom;l.
In  addition, paediatric and newborn  disease are particularly  suitable for TUS
nvestigation, aimed at the detection of congenital or acquired chest discase avoiding,
limiting, or postponing radielogical exposure. TUS improves the effectiveness of elective

maedical practice, in resource-limited settings, in small point of care facilities and
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