30-Jul-2015 D6:08PM

&

Ll r ey

Name of journal: World Journal of Cardiology
ESPS Manuscript NO: 19955
Manuscript Type: Letter to the editor

Imaging of pannus formation in patients with mechanical heart valves

Sabahattin Glindiiz, Mehmet Ozkan , Mahmut Yesin

Abstract

Patient-prosthesis mismatch (PPM) should be recognized in patients with elevated
transprosthetic gradients but without leaflet immobility, since the treatment strategy
may differ in either etiology. However, thrombus and/or pannus formation should
be excluded before a diagnosis of PPM is made. Particularly, pannus formation may
not be diagnosed with 2-dimensional transesophageal echocardiography.
Electrocardiographically gated 64-section multidetector computed tomography
(MDCT) may be a promising tool in diagnosing or excluding pannus formation. Our
report underlines the utility of MDCT in this regard and also emphasizes the

importance of recognition of PPM as a differential diagnosis in such patients.
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