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Abstract
Acute ST segment elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI) is characterized by

complete thrombotic occlusion of a major coronary artery. Early

recanalization of the infarct-related artery is most efficiently delivered by
primary percutaneous coronary intervention (PPCI), however this does not

always restore normal myocardial perfusion, mainly due to distal

embolization of the thrombus and microvascular obstruction. Early evidence

for manual thrombus aspiration during PPCI was promising and this was
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