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Abstract

Colorectal cancer represents the third most common and the second deadliest
type of cancer for both men and women in the United States claiming over 30,000
lives in 2014. The 5-year survival rate for patients diagnosed with metastatic CRC
is <15%. Early detection and more effective treatment is urgently needed to
reduce morbidity and mortality of patients afflicted with this disease. Here we
will review the risk factors and current treatment paradigms for colorectal cancer,
with an emphasis on the role of chemoprevention as they relate to EGFR
blockade. We will discuss how various EGFR ligands are upregulated in the
presence of Western diets high in saturated and N-6 polyunsaturated fats. We

will also outline the various mechanisms of EGFR inhibition that are induced by
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