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Abstract

Retinopathy of prematurity (HOP) 15 a vasoproliferative disorder of the retina
occurring  principally in new bom preterm infants. It is an aveoidable cause of
childhood blindness. With the increase in the survival of preterm babics, RO has
become the leading cause of preventable childhood blindness throughout the world.
A simple scroening test done within a few weoeks after birth by an ophthalmologist
can avoid this preventable blindness. Althoupgh soreening guidelines and protocols
are strictly followed in the developed nations, it lacks in developing economies like
India and China, which have the highest number of preterm deliveries in the world.
The burden of this Blindness in these countries is set Lo increase tremendously in the
future, if corrective steps are not taken immediately. ROP first emerged in 19405 and
19530=, when it was called retrolental lbroplasia (RLF). Several epidenudcs of this
disease were and are still occurring in different regions of the world and since then a
It of rescarch has been done on this disease. Howewver, till date very fow
comprehensive review arlicles covering all the aspedcs of ROP are published. This

review highlights the past resent and ulure stratepies in manaying this disease. It
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