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Abstract

Despite many advances in prevention and perioperative care, deep sternal wound
infection (DSWI) remains a pressing concern in cardiac surgery, with a still relevant
incidence and with a considerable impact on in-hospital mortality and also on mid- and
long-term survival. The permanent high impact of this complication is partially related to
the increasing proportion of patients at high-risk for infection, as well as to the many
patient and surgical risk factors involved in the pathogenesis of DSWI. The prophylactic
antibiotic therapy is one of the most important tools in the prevention of DSWI. However,
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