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The animals were maintained in a room under standard conditions of light, feeding
and temperature (23"C,
l2hllZh lightldark, 50%o humidity, ad libitum access to food and water)
for two weeks prior to experimentation.The animal protocol was designed to minimiz
e pain or discomfort to the animals. The animals were fasted for 24 h with access to
water ad libitum before induction ofcolitis. Each rat was sedated bv an intraneritoneal
injection of phenobarbitone (35 l). Following completion of the experiment,
rats were killed usine ether
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