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Biostatistics statement:  
The obtained data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD) values with 
minimum, maximum and median values indicated. The distributions of the analysed 
factors were verified using Shapiro-Wilk test. The correlations between analysed 
factors were verified using Spearman rank correlation coefficient (applied due to 
nonparametric distribution). The differences between groups were analysed using U 
Mann-Whitney test (applied due to nonparametric distribution). The level of 
significance p≤0.05 was accepted. The statistical analysis was carried out using 
Statistica software version 8.0 (StatSoft Inc., Tulsa, OK, USA). 
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