11/12/2020

Certificate of Biostatistics

Dear Editor,

| am writing to confirm that two of the included authors, Shahin Hajibandeh and Shahab
Hajibandeh, are experienced meta-analysts with more than 100 published meta-analyses in
several Journals. The aforementioned authors are Cochrane reviewers as well. The authors have
independently conducted the statistical analysis consistent with Cochrane recommendations.
Considering the design of the study, the statistical analyses have been conducted appropriately.

Yours sincerely

Shahin Hajibandeh Shahab Hajibandeh
Department of Surgery Department of Surgery
Wye Valley NHS Trust Glan Clwyd Hospital




