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COLLABORATION AGREEMENT 
 
 

by and between 
 

 
The National Institute for Health and Welfare THL 

POB 30 
FI-00271 Helsinki 

Finland 
 

- hereinafter referred to as „THL” - 
  

and 
 

Bayer AG 
Müllerstraße 178 

13352 Berlin  
Germany 

 
- hereinafter referred to as „Bayer“ - 

 
- Bayer and THL are sometimes referred herein, individually, as a “Party” and collectively, as the 

“Parties” - 
 
 

Preamble 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties are interested in the conduct of a research project, entitled 
“Gastrointestinal Bleedings in the general population of Finland – Occurrence and risk factors” 
(hereinafter referred to as “Research Project”) and described in more detail in the approved 
application for data attached hereto as Appendix 1, that is part of a PhD thesis by Pareen Vora, 
an employee of Bayer (hereinafter referred to as the “Researcher”). 
 
WHEREAS, THL possess resources and data necessary for the conduct of the Research Project, 
in particular access to the data of participants of the FINRISK surveys as described in Appendix 1 
(hereinafter referred to as the “FINRISK Data”). 
 
THEREFORE, the Parties hereto agree as follows (hereinafter referred to as the “Collaboration 
Agreement”): 
 

§ 1 - Subject Matter of the Collaboration Agreement 
 

The subject of the Collaboration Agreement is the conduction of the Research Project.  
 
 

§ 2 - Performance of the Research Project 
 

2.1 The Research Project shall be conducted by a joint research group. The research group shall 
be made up of the Researcher, appointed as data-analyst, and several 
advisors/collaborators. 
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THL hereby nominates as its advisors/collaborators: 
 
Markus Perola,  
Veikko Salomaa,  
Markku Peltonen, 
 
Bayer hereby nominates as its advisors/collaborators: 
 
Gunnar Brobert 
 

2.2 THL shall prepare FINRISK Data sets for the Research Project, as far as necessary and 
agreed between Parties. THL shall provide access to the FINRISK Data to the Researcher 
for the duration of the Research Project. In this regard the Researcher will be given the 
status of a visiting researcher at the THL and THL shall provide him with the resources which 
THL considers to be necessary.  
 

2.3 The Researcher shall use the FINRISK Data only for the purposes of this Collaboration 
Agreement. 
 

2.4 The Researcher should access the provided FINRISK Data using a network drive set up by 
THL and should do the data analysis on the individual level data for the Research Project in 
Finland with a computer provided by THL. Secure data access (such as passwords, firewalls, 
etc.) shall be in place to ensure that the data are kept secure. 

 
2.5 The Researcher and the advisors/collaborators shall collaborate for an optimal interpretation 

of the FINRISK Data. 
 
 

§ 3 - Term and Timelines 
 

3.1. This Collaboration Agreement is effective upon last signature of the Parties hereunder and 
ends upon the completion of the Research Project.  
 

3.2. At the Researcher’s request THL may extend the term and timelines of the Research Project 
by a new decision promptly sent to the Researcher. THL agrees that such request for 
extension will not be unreasonably refused. 

 
3.3  Each Party will have the right to terminate this Collaboration Agreement forthwith by 6 

months prior written notice to the other Party.  
 
3.4  Each Party will have the right to terminate this Collaboration Agreement forthwith by a written 

notice to the other Party with immediate effect if: 
- the other Party commits a material breach of this Collaboration  Agreement and fails to 
remedy the same within 30 days after receipt of a written notice giving particulars of the 
breach and requiring it to be remedied;  
- Researcher ceases to be employed (or otherwise engaged by) Bayer; 
- Party ceases, is likely to cease, or threatens to cease carrying on business or is being 
acquired by a third party. 
- national or EU privacy or other authority forbids or limits a Party’s right to use and/or 
transfer the FINRISK Data 
- if THL reasonably determines that such processing of FINRISK Data would not be or is 
likely not to be in accordance with the data protection regulation currently in force 

 
3.5  The right to terminate this Collaboration Agreement given by this clause 3 will be without 

prejudice to any other right or remedy of either Party in respect of the breach concerned, if 
any, or any other breach.. 
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3.6  All provision of this Collaboration Agreement which by nature should survive termination of 

this Collaboration Agreement shall so survive such termination. This shall include without 
limitation provisions relating to rights to results, confidentiality and publications. 

 
§ 4 - Rights to Results 

 
4.1 The rights to all results that are generated or otherwise made in connection with the 

performance of the Research Project (hereinafter referred to as "Results") shall be jointly 
owned by THL and Bayer.  
 

4.2 For the avoidance of doubt, the FINRISK Data themselves are in no case considered as 
Results. 

 
 

§ 5 - Confidentiality 
 
5.1. All information, data and material exchanged by the Parties in connection with the Research 

Project which has been explicitly marked or otherwise identified as “confidential” or “secret” 
at the time of the disclosure(“Confidential Information”) shall be treated by the receiving party 
as confidential. 

 
5.2. The receiving Party shall for a period of 5 years after the end of the Research Project i) hold 

the Confidential Information in confidence and not disclose it to any third party, without the 
other Party’s prior written consent, ii) only use the Confidential Information for the purposes 
of this Collaboration Agreement, and iii) take any reasonable steps to the effect that each 
person employed at the receiving party  to whom disclosure of the Confidential Information is 
made will not be made under less stringent  confidentiality obligations as applies for the 
receiving Party under this Collaboration Agreement.  

 
5.3. Such obligations of confidentiality and non-use shall not apply to any Confidential Information 

which the receiving Party owns or for which the receiving Party can show i) is already lawfully 
known to the receiving Party at the date it was disclosed to it by the other Party and is or 
becomes free of restriction on the disclosure or use in question, or ii) is or becomes generally 
known or freely available to the public (except by reason of any breach by the receiving Party 
of its obligations hereunder), or iii) is disclosed to the receiving Party free of restriction on the 
disclosure or use in question, by a third party who was entitled to make such unrestricted 
disclosure, or iv) is independently developed by the receiving Party, or v) is disclosed, 
retained or maintained to comply with law or an enforceable judicial order. 
 

5.4. For avoidance of doubt it is stated that personal data shall be always be treated as 
Confidential Information even if not marked as confidential or secret. The term of 
confidentiality with regard to personal data is not limited to the 5 year period defined above in 
clause 5.2. 

  
§ 6 - Publication 

 
6.1 Results shall be published in a joint publication with THL and Bayer. 

 
6.2 In case of a Party's sole publication, this Party shall give appropriate acknowledgement in the 

publication to the scientific input of the other Party’s employees and give reasonable 
consideration to any request of the other Party to revise the publication or remove any 
Confidential Information of the other Party from the publication.   

 
 

§ 7 - Compliance  
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7.1 THL acknowledges that this Agreement is not conditioned on any pre-existing or future 

business relationship between Bayer and THL. It is also not conditioned on any business or 
other decisions THL has made or may make relating to Bayer or Bayer products. 
 

7.2 Both Parties represent and warrant that any personal data have been and will be collected, 
stored, structured, transferred, analyzed or in any other way processed by the respective 
Party only in strict compliance with all applicable data protection legislation. 

 
 

§ 8 - Payment 
 

8.1 THL will charge Bayer for costs of preparing the FINRISK Data sets for the Research Project 
as determined in Appendix 3. 
 

8.2 Any payments hereunder will be made by Bayer upon receipt of an invoice (to be issued in 
the name and on the letterhead of THL) which meets all requirements according to 
applicable legal Value Added Tax ("VAT") rules. 

 
8.3 Any invoices shall be sent to: Bayer AG, Rechnungseingangsstelle, 51368 Leverkusen, and 

will bear a reference to Montse Soriano-Gabarró, Epidemiology, cost center GV78910000, 
PSP-element LPHGV-RV-M-212999_RIV_MP, and a purchase order number which will be 
announced to THL in writing, BAYER will inform THL immediately regarding any change to 
this arrangement. 
 

§ 9 - Miscellaneous  
 
9.1 If any of the provisions of this Collaboration Agreement will be held to be invalid or 

unenforceable, the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Collaboration 
Agreement shall not in any way be affected or impaired thereby. The Parties will promptly 
agree upon replacement provision(s) which approximate as closely as possible the spirit 
and intent of the invalid provision(s). 
 

9.2 FINRISK Data is provided “as is” without any warranties or guarantees, in particular with 
respect to the fitness for a specific purpose, or that the use of the FINRISK Data will not 
infringe any intellectual property rights of third parties. 
 

9.3 THL’s liability towards Bayer shall be limited to the payments made by Bayer under this 
Collaboration Agreement, except for cases of gross negligence or willful misconduct, or any 
damages which result from injury to life, limp or health. 

 
9.4 The failure of either Party to enforce or require performance of any of the provisions of this 

Collaboration Agreement, or to exercise any right herein provided, shall in no way be 
construed as a waiver of such provision or right or thereafter affect such party’s right to 
enforce any provision of this Collaboration Agreement. 

 
9.5 Amendments and extensions to this Collaboration Agreement shall not be effective unless 

in written form and signed by both Parties. 
 

9.6 The interpretation of this Collaboration Agreement and the resolving of any disputes will be 
governed by the laws of Finland in force at the time. Any disputes that cannot be resolved 
between the Parties will be taken to the district court of Helsinki for resolution. 
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Appendix 1. Approved application for data
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Appendix 2. THL’s Instructions for safety and information security
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Appendix 3.  Budget and invoicing schedule 
 

 

Project title

Description

Estimated date of delivery

Currency

Summary of costs Totals See examples below, as a reference only.

E.g. Tasks 0,00 Level 1 0,00 E.g. Director/MD/PhD

Hours 56.064,00 Level 2 219,00 E.g. Epidemiologist

E.g. Pass-through costs (if applicable) 0,00 Level 3 219,00 E.g. Statistician

E.g. Third party costs (if applicable) 0,00 Level 4 0,00 E.g. Medical Writer

TOTAL 56.064,00 Level 5 0,00 E.g. Project Manager

Level 6 0,00 E.g. Administration

Item Quantity Hours Hourly Rate Total Cost  Comments See examples below, as a reference only.

Epidemiologist 1 128 219,00 28.032,00 Epidemiologist/Data Manager Salary: Basic rate 80 euros, 
plus 57% indirect employee costs plus 74% overhead 
share

Statistician 1 128 219,00 28.032,00 Post-doc statistician Salary: Basic rate 80 euros, plus 
57% indirect employee costs plus 74% overhead share

56.064,00

Item Quantity Units Unit Cost Total Cost Comments

Pass-through costs
Data Fees 1 5 130,00 650,00 5 hours, a 130,00 €, total 650,00 € for building the data 

set.

(ES/EP) rates for Bayer

Name of External Supplier/ External Partner (ES/EP): THL-National Institute for Health and Welfare

 GIBSON_THL_Cost proposal, 27 November 2017

Gastrointestinal Bleedings in the general population of Finland – Occurrence and risk factors
GIBSON

             

Q4 - 2019 

The objective of this project is to investigate the occurrence and risk factors of GIBs in the general 
population of Finland.

 _X _ €,    __ GBP,    __ US $,    __ SEK
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