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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this manuscript, the authors reported their experience and their data in the field of 

resected cholangiocarcinoma. The title is informative and so is the abstract and the 

keywords. The text is written in a clear way.  I have some concerns about the 

reproducibility of data and the limitation of the study. Were the margins examined by 

the same anatomopathologist? What was done in case of doubts? Additionally the 

post-surgery strategy was different( chemio, radio and there is no information about the 

length of post-surgery treatment ) this aspect should be considered in the statistical 

analysis or at least considered as a limitation of the study.  This article has some credit, 

however, the limitation of this study should be more complete.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this retrospective study, the authors evaluated the prognostic significance of 

dysplasia-positive margins in patients with extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (EHCC). 

They concluded that HGD/CIS margin in resected EHCC was associated with poor 

survival but LGD-positive resection margin was not a significant indicator for the 

survival of patients with EHCC.  This is a well-written article but has some issues to be 

addressed. Minor comments: 1) The authors mentioned that LGD positive resection 

margin in elderly patients could be reasonable to judge it as negative resection margin 

considering old age and HGD/CIS were independent factors associated with poor 

survival for patients with EHCC. However, the authors should provide more 

suggestions about how to manage the postoperative patients with EHCC based on the 

resection margin status. For example, do the authors think that the adjuvant 

chemotherapy and/or radiation should be given to the patients with HGD/CIS 

margins? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript is of good quality. It retrospectively analyzes the prognostic significance 

of extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma patients with resection margin dysplasia, and 

proposes that LGD positive resection margin is not an important indicator of the 

survival of EHCC patients. It is a very meaningful retrospective analysis.The paper will 

be great addition to existing literature.Some questions were asked to the author: 1:  It is 

recommended to add relevant data of patients with preoperative drainage. 2: I would 

like the authors to read the STROBE Statement and prepare the manuscript according to 

the STROBE Statement.3:The author did not provide an approved funding application 

form. Please upload the grant application form or related approval documents. 

 


