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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is essentially a computational study, so comments on methodology revolve around
that, and the methods and statistical analysis seem sound. Conclusions are reasonable.
This is an important topic of clinical interest. Writing is satisfactory. I assume that
that higher number of males and the high proportion of rectal cancer is reflective of the

patient population.
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Numerous studies have found that lipid abnormalities are closely related to CRC. There
have been a number of reports in the literature regarding the relationship between
abnormal serum lipid levels, including TC, TGs, LDL-C and HDL-C, and CRC, but there
is no consistent conclusion at present. In this study, the authors conducted a
retrospective analysis of the relationship between serum TC, TG, HDL-C, LDL-C and
clinical characteristics in patients with CRC and explored potential CRC-associated
cholesterol metabolic genes using a series of bioinformatics databases and tools. The
study is very designed and the manuscript is very well written. The reviewer
recommends to accept the manuscript after a minor editing. More clearer images should

be provided.




