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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This retrospective study investigarted the associaition of nonselective beta-blocker 

(NSBB) use with the risk of hepatic encephalopathy-related readmissions in patients 

with Child B or C cirrhosis. The authors found that NSBB use was independently 

associated with the first hepatic encephalopathy-related readmissions. They also found 

that NSBB use was an independent predictor of hepatic encephalopathy-related 

admissions per person-month. The study is interesting, and the manusciript is well 

written. My comments are listed below. 1. Whether the use of NSBB is asscoted with the 

risk of different grades of hepatic encephalopathy-related readmissions (e.g. grades II, or 

III, or IV, respectively)? 2. Is there any association between durtation or dose of NSBB 

use and risk of hepatic encephalopathy-related readmissions? 3. How about the stablitiy 

of NSBB prescription? Is there any patients quit the NSBB use or newly prescripted 

NSBB during follow up? 4. Whether quiting NSBB use is associated with a decreased 

risk of  hepatic encephalopathy-related readmissions? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is a very interesting study showing that Nonselective beta-blockers use is 

independently associated with increased HE-related readmissions in patients with 

cirrhosis, regardless of liver disease severity. The only limitation is that it is a 

retrospective study, however, it still gave some information about the safety of NSBB in 

our daily clinical practice.  

 


