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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Authors should strongly justify the necessity to conduct the described research. This part 

of the introduction is insufficient.  Case-control, study design diagram should be given 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a valuable study were the  Authors explored the expression of inflammatory 

cytokines’ genes in esophageal mucosa in patients with erosive esophagitis (EE) and 

non-erosive (NERD) forms of gastroesophageal reflux disease and its association with 

the data of esophageal multichannel intraluminal pH-impedance measurements, with a 

control group of non-symptomatic subjects with normal endoscopy and pH-impedance 

results.  The study has been carried out well in all respects and contains findings not 

previously reported in the literature.  However in the Discussion the Authors should 

discuss more widely and deeply the impact of these results on clinical research. For 

example, what is the impact of different profile of local expression of cytokines genes in 

subgroups of patients with EE and NERD?   The absence of an association of IL-10 

expression with acid exposure and the fact that the mean esophageal pH values of the 

EE group did not differ from those of NERD group could have also another possible 

explanation. The weakly acidic refluxes could contain deoxycholic acid, that impairs 

integrity of the esophageal mucosa (Am J Physiol Gastrointest Liver Physiol. 

2016;310:G487-96  and Neurogastroenterol Motil. 2020 Dec;32(12):e13919.), being 

arrived in the esophagus through a duodeno-gastro-esophageal reflux, which is a not 

uncommon event and must be taken into account in pathophysiology of esophagitis. We 

agree with the Authors that the relatively small number of patients is a limitation of the 

study which prevents further subdivision of subgroups for more in-depth analysis of 

correlations. I hope the sample size  can be expanded in the future, possibly with bile 

reflux monitoring. 
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