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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Lines: 16-17: Should be rephrased 39: recovered from anemia? AS? Case report: subtitles 

like "chief complaints", "history of present illness" etc are not required 82: but relapsed 

frequently -> with frequent relapses 83: hospital for -> hospital due to 88: do a bone 

marrow test -> have a bone marrow test 92: contact with tuberculosis -> contact with 

patients with tuberculosis 92-93: He had no sexual history -> No sexual history was 

reported. 99: No dysmorphic features -> No dysmorphic features were observed. 

Laboratory examinations: several normal exams could be omitted. 129: was -> were 131: 

On the advice of a rheumatologist -> On the advice of rheumatologists 132: a further -> 

further 139: the narrowing space of  -> narrowing space of  144: (CP Guojian 

Pharmaceuticals, shanghai, China) do not include 159: suggested the -> suggested 166: 

After consultation, the hematologist thoughted that MDS was related to AS.-> Following 

hematology consultation, it was suggested that MDS might be related to AS. 167: have -> 

had 168: He got a high  -> He gresented a high  169: So, -> Subsequently,  172: the Hb 

level was maintained at 100 g/L for only 1 month -> rephrase 207: however -> thus   

Why is there no evidence that MDS was secondary to AS? (line 218)  I believe that the 

role of HLA B27 between the 2 diseases should be further discussed. In my oppinion, the 

text is very long with certain things getting recycled again and again.   
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

A. Comment of Re-viewer AS is a systemic autoimmune disease that damages joints, 

deforms the spine, and affects the patient's daily activities. AS can cause anemia, but it's 

usually mild. Therefore, if AS + severe anemia is an abnormality suggestive of a 

malignancy of the hematopoietic system => This is a finding of this announcement, 

which has great diagnostic and therapeutic implications. The patient was followed very 

closely for 3 years (2008 - 2010) with the main symptoms being low back pain and severe 

anemia. The authors have in turn made many probes such as bone marrow biopsy (3 

times), tried to find the association between AS and MDS (gene sequencing, looking for 

mutations) but have not found any association (at least in this case). That shows the 

author's diagnostic thinking => meaningful in clinical practice.  However, the reviewer 

said that in this case, AS and MDS are two different diseases in the same patient => 

Rarity of the clinical case.   B. Some suggestions: 1. The article is too long for a clinical 

case: 2654 words. Therefore, the author should shorten it, shorten it in the CASE 

PRESENTATION and DISSCISION section. 2. This clinical case took place > 10 years ago, 

until now announced. Only 5 out of 28 references were published in the last 5 years => 

the article has not been updated with new knowledge. Will AS + MDS still be rare case? 

Reviewer recommends the author Update new information, new documents in the 

DISSCUSION section. 3. The article discussed a perplexing clinical case: does AS cause 

MDS or does AS cause MDS? The author's efforts thus far have not yielded a clinical case. 

The essay sends a message to the reader: I AS + severe anemia must be diagnosed as 

hematopoietic system pathology; and (ii) acute leukemia must be considered for 
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chemotherapy or bone marrow transplantation (treatment). The author should 

generalize this finding.   C. Conclusion: Major revision 
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