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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1. The new finding of this report is to make doctors consider how to approach acute 

confusion in the elderly. Moreover, surgical treatment nowadays has some advanced 

techniques available for people over 90 years old.  2. Many points need to be corrected 

and added. They are in the manuscript with boxes of comments. Firstly this case is not 

hepatic encephalopathy but should be portosystemic shunt associated hyperammonemia 

induced encephalopathy. Hepatic encephalopathy is a brain dysfunction caused by liver 

insufficiency with or without a portosystemic shunt. Thus, the main point of this 

terminology is an impairment of the liver, which could be an acute or chronic process, 

and finally results in brain dysfunction due to poor detoxification of serum ammonia. It 

is quite different from this case that the liver function is normal, but ammonia directly 

bypasses the brain via the shunt.  3. Details of the history, especially physical 

examinations, have to declare more information.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This paper reported a 97-year-old female patient with hepatic encephalopathy caused by 

shunting of the left common iliac and inferior mesenteric veins who was successfully 

treated by B-RTO, which has important clinical significance.  Some suggestions on 

specific as follows:  1. Please add the change of important clinical lab index before and 

after treatment in order to reflect the effect more intuitively;  2. Please add the recovery 

time notes after the patient finished the B-RTO treatment; 3. Please add whether the 

elderly patients need special treatment with preoperative, intraoperative and 

postoperative. 
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