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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a review on adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) of the breast, which is a rare, special subtype of 
breast cancer. The authors shared their experience with the ACC of the breast, as well as an overview 
of clinical, histopathological, and molecular genetic features.  On a whole, the experimental design 
are sound and with reasonable results. However, several aspects need to be addressed before 
publication consideration.  Specific recommendations:  1. Table 1 is good, yet it is unclear the 
criteria of trials included in this table.  It would be good to have a systematic review approach in 
including the trails for a comprehensive picture of the disease.  2. It would be interesting to discuss 
more on the functional role of the ER-?36 variant in ACC which shine light on the therapeutics in 
treating this disease. Available trials and any relevant biologics are needed to expand in this area in 
this review.  3. Breast cancer is well known to have some genetic factor, e.g. BRCA1, how is the 
hereditary background for ACC?  4. Next-generation sequencing (NGS) has depicted a number of 
cancers and diseases, how is the progress of NGS on this rare cancer?  5. What are the limitations of 
this review?  6. The title is "Recent advances", yet still some more studies and references can be 
referred, some examples list below but not exclusive:- Ross JS, Wang K, Rand JV, Sheehan CE, 
Jennings TA, Al-Rohil RN, Otto GA, Curran JC, Palmer G, Downing SR, Yelensky R, Lipson D, 
Balasubramanian S, Garcia L, Mahoney K, Ali SM, Miller VA, Stephens PJ. Comprehensive genomic 
profiling of relapsed and metastatic adenoid cystic carcinomas by next-generation sequencing reveals 
potential new routes to targeted therapies. Am J Surg Pathol. 2014;38:235-8.  Stephens PJ, Davies HR, 
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