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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Major concerns: The title of the manuscript is attractive for clinicians and this kind of minireview/
editorial seems suitable for the publication in the journal. However, it is not so easy for this reviewer
(even for a neurologist) to read this manuscript because there are no figures or tables to help the
readers understand the therapeutic strategies for multiple sclerosis. For example, it is very hard to
follow the priority and indications/contraindications for each drug because there are more than ten
drugs available for current disease-modifying therapies. Thus this reviewer recommends that this
manuscript should be rewritten for clear and comprehensive presentation with figures and tables.
Specific comments: 1) Comprehensive description of rationale and evidence for disease-modifying
drug therapies should be provided with Figures and Tables (lists) in order to understand critical
factors affecting the start, change and stop. 2) Formatting of this manuscript should be corrected for
this journal. For example, citation number should be put in front of period. 3) One updated
reference will be included; The use of disease-modifying therpies in multiple sclerosis. A consensus
paper by the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition (http:/ /www.mscare.org/?page=dmt)
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The manuscript “Treatment strategies for multiple sclerosis: when to start, when to change, when to
1. The line
“...effective but at increased risk of serious adverse events...” should be explained, some of the most
(P5,p2,L14).

explaining that the main reason for the limited therapeutic benefits for MS is the lack of knowledge

stop?” is well written, informative and useful for clinical settings. I have some points.

frequent adverse events must be included. 2. It would be useful a paragraph
on the precise etiology. 3. The authors mention two of the most severe complications of
immune-modifying therapies; VZV and JCV (P10 and 11). However, they do not explain these
(VZV, JCV, PML) without explaining the
A paragraph explaining the characteristics or

complications, moreover, they use the abridged terms
name of the viruses or the diseases (P10,p2,L12).
severity of these risks should be included. 4. The line “Based on current...” must be placed above
the line “when to start treatment...” (P15,p1,L1-2) so that this statement applies for all three
5. I think that the line: (good clinical practice point) (P15,p4,L3) should be deleted, this
concept would be evident for the whole manuscript.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors of this review article tackle a very important subject, when to treat and when to stop

treatments for Multiple Sclerosis, a progressive demyelinating disease of the central nervous system.

As many times the disease is not very severe, one has to put in the balance the risks and benefits of

potential therapies, especially when dealing with new treatments. I have no major suggestions.

However, there are some minor syntactic mistakes that should be corrected before publication. 1) P. 5

(line 22): change "delay" for "delays" 2) P. 10 (line 12): change "next future" for "near future. 3) P. 11
(line 1): hyphenate "well-being" 4) P. 11 (line 18): It could be my printed copy but I don't understand
which units are used in this line. 5) P. 13 (line 1): change "undeterminedly" for "indefinitely". 6) P. 13

(line 2): change "vigilantly" for "carefully"
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This is an interesting and very well written manuscript and I don't have any suggestions which could

improve the quality of the manuscript.
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