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Well written article. Some concerns:  Methods: 3 rd line: Physical examination was

unremarkable. Kindly delete figure 1. Kindly delete the following:  which was

suspected paralysis of left recurrent laryngeal nerve caused by tumor invasion. The
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patient performed the thyroid nodule resection, and the intraoperative frozen-section
examination confirmed the diagnosis of thyroid papillary carcinoma. Was
preoperative FNAC done? If so, what was the finding? Why was intraoperative frozen
section done instead, which has a low accuracy? = What was the distance of the mass
from the lower border of cricopharyngeus? What suture material was used for the
anastomosis? What was the postoperative status of the L vocal cord? Kindly modify
the following statement wherever it appears in the manuscript: Surgical excision with
opening the capsule and shelling out the tumor is the treatment of choice. Instead: If
enucleation is possible by opening the capsule and shelling out the tumor, functional
preservation of the nerve might be achieved. However, in most cases as seen here,
complete tumor excision with end-to-end nerve anastomosis may be the only feasible
option. Conclusion: may be modified to the following: In cases of small thyroid
nodules with unexplained preoperative vocal palsy, a co-existent pathology such as

schwannoma of the recurrent laryngeal nerve may be suspected.
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