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This is a very interesting case, but I have a few questions: 1)  Why was the patient 

loaded with Plavix?   - I understand the role of anti-platelet agents in STEMI, but this 

did not appear to be a STEMI 2)  You mention the surgery was a "thoracotomy" - why 

was this chosen over "sternotomy" given the circumstances? 3)  Can the authors explain 

maybe how the bone, which eroded posterior ended up injuring the left ventricle which 

is more of an anterior lateral structure (vs the left atrium?) - where on the LV?  Where 

there any intra-operative pictures? - how did the surgeon fix this? 4)  How did they 

manage the hole in the esophagus?  technically, with the erosion - there was a hole?    

thank you 
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