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In contrast to the well-established relationship between hyperkalaemia and metabolic 
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acidosis, the relationship between acute respiratory acidosis and plasma potassium 

concentration has not been well documented. The authors performed a post-hoc study to 

examine the association between serum potassium and hypercarbia in 24 patients during 

cardiac surgery.  They didn’t observe a positive association between the two.  The 

manuscript is well written, and the results are well presented and the data support their 

conclusion.  The limitations of the study are well discussed.  This study is informative 

to understand the relationship between acute respiratory acidosis and plasma potassium 

level.  
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