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The authors have presented an interesting case of refractory aplastic anemia which
responded to mannitol-gentamicin (MG) and polyethylene glycol-rifaximin (PR)
regimen. However, several questions need to answered before we draw the conclusion
that gut inflammation was responsible for aplastic anemia.More than the gut
inflammation, recurrent gut infections due to immunocompromised state of the patient
most likely appears to be the cause of favorable response to MG or PR regimen.
Additionally, I have following comments for the authors: 1. Title needs to be modified as
‘manipulating gut inflammation” does not appear to be an appropriate term. 2. Were any
abdominal imaging studies such as ultrasound or CT performed as the patient had
recurrent abdominal cramps with multiple polyps in colon and rectum? 3. Was upper
gastrointestinal endoscopy performed? 4. What was the type of the colorectal polyp:
hyperplastic, hamartomatous or inflammatory or polyps? The described microscopic
findings do not fit in to any of these polyps. 5. How does enlarged lymphoid follicles
confirm gut inflammation. This can be normal finding. 6. Was microbiota analysis done
to understand the microbial flora of this patient and the changes in it? Was stool
examination performed? 7. Was aminoglycosides used intravenously before starting MG
regimen orally? 8. Please provide appropriate references supporting the use of MG or PR
regimen for the treatment of gut infections as mentioned in the Discussion. 9. Please
mention previous studies or case reports/series where MG or PR or any other similar

regimen was used to treat autoimmune diseases.
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