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Authors used radioactive iodine seed implants to compete with surgery and study its 

effects on the expression of growth differentiation factor (GDF11) and programmed 

death receptor-1 (PD-1) in the serum during treatment of oral cancer (OC). They showed 

the recurrence rate of the research group was better than those of the controls but no 

significant difference in the survival. There was difference in GDF11 and PD-1 

expression at 4 weeks after treatment. In ROC curve analysis, GDF11 and PD-1 had a 

good predictive value for efficacy and recurrence.  Overall, this is an interesting study. 

There are a few questions which authors need to address. 1. Tumor stage has a 

significant effect on survival, recurrence and other parameters. Please compare these 

parameters at the same stage between these two groups. 2. Because there was no 

difference in survival, I care more about whether patients receiving the implants enjoyed 

a better life quality than those receiving surgery? 3. Please elaborate on the cause of 

mortality and complications in the treatment period for these two groups of patients. 
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The authors of the submitted manuscript intend to investigate the use of 125I radioactive 

seed implantation on growth differentiation factor and programmed death receptor-1 

during treatment of oal cancer with potential clinical usage. The following points need 

further consideration. 1. To my knowledge, the use of  the use of 125I radioactive seed 

implantation on oral cancer treatement would not be the mainstream of the choice of 

treament modalities. Please discuss the rationale of the selection of this modalitiy in oral 

cancer treatment more deeply. Only one related citation has been found in the 

introduction section, it, to my opinion, needs more deeply literature review since it is the 

human study. 2. The complications during and after treatments need to be presented 

clearly as one of the treatment outcomes. 

 

INITIAL REVIEW OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Google Search:  

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[ Y ] No 

 

BPG Search: 

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[ Y ] No 

 


