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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Post-MI depression has been independently associated with higher all-cause mortality, 

cardiac mortality, nonfatal events and health care costs. Altered autonomic nervous 

system activity, inflammation, platelet activation and low brain-derived neurotrophic 

factor may play important roles in the mechanism of depression affecting the prognosis 

of patients with MI. However, the detailed pathophysiological association between 

depression and adverse outcomes in patients with MI still needs further evaluation. The 

PHQ-9 is a self-report checklist derived from the interview used in the Primary Care 

Evaluation of Mental Disorders. The PHQ-9 assesses the presence and severity of 

depressive symptoms and has reasonable sensitivity and specificity for patients with MI. 

Other studies have also found that the PHQ-9 could identify cardiac patients at risk for 

adverse cardiovascular outcomes. In this study, the authors assessed the association 

between depression identified by the PHQ-9 and myocardial injury measured on cardiac 

magnetic resonancein patients with ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction. This 

study is very well designed. The results are very interesting. Minor comments: 1. The 

figure is too small, please update it. 2. Data in tables are good, however, requires an 

editing. 3. References list is updated, but also, require an editing according to the 

journal's style. 4. Some minor language polishing should be corrected. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Interesting study of depression and myocardial injury measured on CMR in STEMI 

patients. The manuscript is well written. I have no specific comments. I suggest to accept 

it after a minor language revision. 
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