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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors have proposed the application of BCLC staging for the recurrent HCC after 

thorough retrospective review of their patients with recurrent HCC.  They justified 

their proposal following the statistical analyses of 81 patients who developed recurrent 

HCC. One concern is that of 81 patients with recurrent HCC, the majority (74/81) have 

HBV infection and 27 of them have positive HBV DNA (levels unknown) at diagnosis of 

recurrent HCC. There is no information whether or not these HBV-HCC patients had 

received anti-HBV therapy before the first HCC and after the first HCC before the 

recurrence.  As has been reported in the past, anti-HBV therapy has been shown to 

reduce the recurrence of HCC. Also it would be helpful to provide the etiologies for the 

rest of HCC, the antiviral therapies and others.  Above questions need to be provided 

before finalizing the manuscript. 

 


