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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting paper evaluating the effects of transjugular intrahepatic
portosystemic shunt using the Viatorr stent on hepatic reserve function in patients with
cirrhosis. Could the authors please respond to the following questions/comments: 1)
The authors mention 100% success rate, but patients with stent dysfunction are excluded
from the study. What were the reasons for stent dysfunction and why were these
patients excluded? 2) In the results there is a sentence “There were 50 cases of hepatic
encephalopathy at 24 months, with an A/B/C group ratio of6%/8%.” Can the authors
clarify the incidence for each of the groups? 3) For the patients that died from liver
failure, were any other types of treatment considered, ie liver transplantation? 4) How
do the authors explain the fact that group A had less encephalopathy but worse patient
outcomes? Is it simply a matter of the disease etiology? How was the disease etiology

managed in these patients, apart from the TIPS?



