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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

General comments: Profound review and assessment of the literature regarding relevant issue of
endoscopy and oncology, till now not available in such detail. Highly sophisticated statistical
analysis. Well written manuscript with extensive tables and understandable arguments in the
discussion. Specific comments: Clear disposition of all parts of the paper. The very strict selection
policy - of 2157 initially accumulated papers only 30 (? 1,4 %) were included for analysis - should be
discussed in more extent. The same holds true for the fact, that a broad variety of stents, including
specific stents for the oesophagus as well as obsolete prostheses were used in the studies; even here a
more detailed discussion is necessary. Regarding clinical impact of “bridge to surgery” in an
emergency situation, the effective and cheap method of endoscopic application of a decompression

tube should be mentioned at least as an alternative method.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Major 1. As mentioned in the discussion, the period of SEMS replacement is greatly different

between palliation and BTS. The author should describe the period of SEMS replacement about each

procedure. 2. Concerning complications, it seems to be important when serious complication occur

after SEMS replacement. The authors should describe and discuss the time of each complication. 3. It

is good to check the type of SEMS type. Covered stent could be better than uncovered stent in terms

of preventing tumor ingrowth. Also, nitinol stent could merely perforate because of less axial force.

The author should analyze the differences of stent types.
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