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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors of this article have done an excellent job in putting together data from multiple studies in
this network meta-analysis. The article is well written and the findings are clearly stated.
Comments: 1. The greatest weakness of this work is the heterogeneity between studies that has made
comparisons very difficult. The meta-analysis combines very divergent groups and attempts to make
comparisons some of which are not ideal. In this meta-analysis we have young people, military, and
contacts of cases from different regions in terms of disease burden and the study quality also varies a
lot. This is the most “tricky” bit of this analysis. This also takes away from the “richness of
information” readers will be expecting from this article. 1 however commend the authors for
highlighting these weaknesses and pointing out the causes of inconsistencies such as effect modifiers
that would be responsible for some observed results. To deal with the above-mentioned
shortcoming, the authors should consider doing sub-group analyses comparing similar studies,
groups or doses (where applicable). This will yield more reliable, easily interpretable estimates. 2.1
agree with the authors that some of the indirect comparisons may not be valid. I will defer the
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decision on whether to keep these or exclude them to the authors. 3. Funnel plots are very crucial in
meta-analysis. The authors have more than 20 studies, which should be adequate for a funnel plot. I
would recommend that they do the funnel plot and include it in the article so that readers can
interpret the findings of this meta-analysis with that in mind. 4. On Figure 2 Rifampin is spelt as

“Rfampin” kindly rectify this.
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This is a well-performed network meta-analysis rgarding the effects of antibiotics for eradicating

carriages of Neisseria meningitidis. The methodology is clear, the meta-analysis was performed well,

the article was well-written, and the limitations of the study have been adequately discussed. The

findings of this meta-analysis should be useful for the scientific and clinical community.
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