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The authors have produced a meta-analysis of percutaneous studies to remove bile duct

stones. This manuscript is a useful piece of work but the authors have made a number of

recommendations in their discussion. The authors should be very careful because the
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data presented does not support their recommendations. I suspect that these are given
on the basis of their own practice but they do not have a place in a meta-analysis. These
recommendations would be better suited in a review article where an author has more

scope to make such recommendations. There are a small number of grammatical errors
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but I think that the manuscript could be improved before publication.
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state no meta analysis are available and that review can be used as such.
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This is a well composed review article on "the Safety and efficacy of percutaneous

transhepatic balloon dilation in removing common bile duct stones".However, future

randomized trial on the efficacy and safety of this procedure and endoscopic
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sphincterotomy is needed.
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I have read this manuscript with great interest. This systematic review is very interesting

and instructive. It is worth publishing in the WJG. Comment: It is surprising that no

pancreatitis cases were reported (4?)
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Thank you for submitting your interesting review article to World Journal of

Gastroenterology. Although the focus of this study is interesting, the article does not

contain what clinicians need to be of use. Criteria for patient selection in each study
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should be sufficiently reviewed to evaluate technical success rates. Were only patients
who received percutaneous transhepatic papillary balloon dilation (PTBD) included? Or
were all patients in whom endoscopic approaches had failed enrolled? I think that case
reports should be eliminated from procedural success analysis because they only report
successful cases. In addition, indications and reasons for applications of PTBD in each
study should be described in more detail. A table which summarizes reviewed
publications would be helpful. It should include publication year, number of patients,
study design, patient selection criteria, and evaluated outcomes. Please consider using
an abbreviation other than PTBD because PTBD commonly stands for percutaneous
transhepatic biliary drainage. I recommend using PPBD, which you mistakenly used in

the Results section, or another abbreviation.
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