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Gastroenterol. 2011 Mar 28;17(12):1531-7. 3. World J Gastroenterol. 2016 Jul 

28;22(28):6484-500.), there are not many updates on the content. Furthermore, there are 

still some conceptual problems in the text, such as: in introduction part: “HBV is a 

common disease..”  “HBV cccDNA persist in host genome”… 
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and it will be helpful for the treatment of HBV reactivation prevention in 

immunosuppressed patients with previous HBV exposure. 
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originality: reviews were performed concerning the subjects. There are no important 

difference (maybe the immune treatment.) with them.   
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study presents a literature review of data regarding management of patients with 

isolated hepatitis B core antibody receiving immunosuppression. Whilst the review is 

well presented, a number of amendments could be made to increase the clarity and 
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quality of the manuscript.  Suggestions: - HBV literature is confounded by confusion 

regarding terminology, as the authors note. However, although it is stated that the 

AASLD terms will be used, the title includes "previous hepatitis B exposure" which is 

not one of the AASLD definitions. The title may benefit from using serological 

definitions i.e. hepatitis B surface antigen negative, core antibody positive - The abstract 

does not state the type of study performed, nor the aim of the study - No keywords were 

listed - In the introduction the term serological clearance needs to be defined - No 

methods for how the review was performed are described (were PRISMA guidelines 

followed, was this a narrative synthesis?) - Summary of the data in a table with a 

treatment algorithm (definitely treat / consider treating / do not treat) would be helpful 

for clinicians - Discussions regarding cost efficacy should be separate from the medical 

evidence about reactivation. Now that entecavir is off patent, is cost less of an issue? 

were the studies conducted when it was still patented? - The authors need to outline 

how their data contributes to the pre existing guidelines, including Perrillo 

(Gastroenterology 2015) - Guidelines have recently been published in Australia, they are 

attached below 
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