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COMMENTS 
 
COMMENTS TO AUTHORS: 
This is a comment to the new online published paper by Ibrahim et al, and is important to the readers 
to better understand this publication. However, the presentation and readability of this manuscript is 
not qualified to be presented to the international readers. In specific, (1)There are too many 
grammatical mistakes in this manuscript. In addition, several sentences are difficult to understand, 
e.g. “In serum samples of subjects diagnosed with HCC was found high concentrations of OTA, even 
5-fold higher, when compared with control group and demonstrating strength association between 
OTA and HCC, in order that HCC is 9.8 times as frequent in the exposed group to OTA.” Such 
examples include “HCC accounts for 70-90% of primary liver cancers and it is the third leading cause 
of cancer-related deaths worldwide (10-12), which hepatitis B and C virus infections and intakes of 
alcohol widely recognized as the major etiological factors of it(13,14).”, “After having shown that 
OTA level was increased significantly among HCC patients, the study demonstrated that OTA and 
HCC was highly correlated, which HCC is 9.8 times as frequent in the exposed group to OTA”, etc. I 
suggested that the author had better to split such sentences into several short sentences so as to make 
it easy to read and being understood. The author use “the strength association between OTA and 
HCC”, I prefer to write “OTA was correlated with the onset of HCC”. The language needs to be 
carefully revised and polished. (2) Aflatoxin has long been suggested as an etiology of HCC, and it is 
also a mold-produced toxin. It should be mentioned in this comment to the report that Ochratoxin A 
was suggested as an cause of HCC.  (3) In the 6th paragraph, the author wrote “To prove that, the 
researchers compared a HCC group, diagnosed with cancer,…”. HCC patients must be diagnosed 
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with cancer. This is a duplicate statement. (4) Also in the 6th paragraph, “After having shown that 
OTA level was increased significantly among HCC patients, the study demonstrated that OTA and 
HCC was highly correlated, which HCC is 9.8 times as frequent in the exposed group to OTA.” This 
statement is not clear and inaccurate.  This manuscript should be improved before being accepted 
for publication. 


