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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS: 

Minor Comment:  Page 6: change "we can hypothesis" to "we can hypothesize"  A table representing the 

major animal and human data would be useful for the reader. 
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This is a nice review article and it is pleasant to read it through. 
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS: 

Major critique:  1. The authors miss to mention the most important evidence for the role of IL-10 in intestinal 

homeostasis and inflammation, that is the development of early and severe IBD-like disease in individuals 

carrying mutations in the il-10r and il-10 genes.  Relevant references are and N Engl J Med. 

2009;361(21):2033-45 and Lancet. 2010 ;376(9748):1272.  These should be included in the present review and 

commented upon by the authors.    2. The review is somehow biased and data are presented in a manner that 

overemphasizes the importance of IL-10 in IBD, whilst downgrading the mostly negative results that have been 

obtained thus far from its use in therapeutic trials.  Furthermore, the presence of IBD-associated mutations 

have not found their way to the clinic, yet, as is the case with more prominent genetic associations (autophagy 

genes, Nod2) as well.   3. As the title of the article is “Why IL-10 Supplementation does not work in Crohn’

s Disease Patients” the authors should be more clear in their statements as to why treatment with rhIL-10 has 

failed so far and the ways that problems could be overcome.  4. The authors present the hghly conflicting 

results from the literature regarding the serum levels of IL-10 in IBD. They should comment on the possible 

explanations of this discrepancies.   5. Data from the literature on the mucosal expression of IL-10 in IBD 

should be included as it is of far greater importance than serum levels.     5. There are several errors in 

syntaxis of the text, with very frequent use of commas where period should be inserted.  The authors should 

re-scan their document for grammatical errors and correct them. 
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