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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
In this study, Deng et al found an association between the 1176 G/C polymorphism of HMGB1, a 
proinflammatory mediator, and hepatitis B virus infection.  The results suggest that HMGB1 is a 
mediator of the immune response to hepatitis B virus infection.  Several issues need to be addressed 
by the authors: Specific points: 1) The 1176 G/C polymorphism of HMGB1 needs to be better 
described.  Where it is located in the sequence HMGB1, and whether it affects HMGB1 transcription 
need to be clarified.  The rationale of studying this polymorphism also needs to be spelled out.  
Any other findings about this polymorphism need to be discussed as well.  2) Have the authors 
looked at other HMGB1 polymorphisms and find any association?  Have the authors looked at 
polymorphisms of other proinflammation mediators on the same cohort?  Is there any functional 
data suggesting that HMGB1 is involved in hepatitis B virus infection?  These should be addressed 
with additional discussion. 3) Description of the results is too brief and should be elaborated more.  
There are quite a few grammar mistakes that should be corrected. 


