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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Authors have written a comprehensive yet concise review of molecular targeted therapy for HCC.
However, is this reviewer’s opinion that the manuscript can be improved in several ways.  First,
recent information regarding some of the targeted agents has not always been included. For instance,
the negative results of brivanib in recent studies ought to be presented and discussed. And for
linifanib too even if the information we have is not more than minimal (meaningful all the same).
Also, the prognostic significance of c-met over expression and details on the positive effect found for
Tivantinib in c-met positive patients are worth being discussed. And the activity of IGF-targeting
molecules needs to be updated. Second, too much text makes the manuscript difficult to read. The
main data from clinical trials (ORR, TTP, OS, etc) could well be presented in tables so that the text is
then used only for discussion. And the principal pathways and the precise site where the main agents
exert its effect deserve individual figures rather than a single figure that results too simplistic. In this
way, the reader would get familiar with the most relevant steps. And finally, two minor specific
points. NCT numbers are lacking for a number of ongoing trials. And the major role in HCV-related
carcinogenesis is probably not viral proteins but the inflammation and tissue-repair program that

occurs in the cirrhotic liver




