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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
In the excellent review trefoil factors in IBD are addressed. The current knowledge is reviewed and 
important details are addressed. The ms is in the scope of the WJG.  The ms could be improved by a 
scheme to summarize current knowledge about TFFs in IBD. Important pathways should be 
highlighted.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
It′s an interesting and novel topic in IBD. The review is in some points unclear and not well 
organized. I think that it`s needed a deep revision and restructuration of the review to expose the 
data clearly: definition of TFF, actions, general experience, experience in IBD... without mixed points.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a well written paper and references are up to date. It should be accepted in its current form. 
This review describes the TFF family and the role of peptide family in relation to IBD and also 
summarizes the current knowledge on their expression, possible function and pharmacological role 
in INBD. Since the discovery of the TFFs, a number of animal studies and studies on UC and CD 
patients have shown the peptides to be linked with inflammatory conditions in the gut. Although a 
significant role in mucosal protection and repair has been established for the TFFs, the full 
knowledge of their biological functions in IBD remains elusive. The quantitative measurements of the 
peptides in patients with IBD have been less promising due to large inter-individual variations and 
their future as biomarkers in IBD is uncertain. Clearly, the authors believe that future studies may 
show if the peptides have a potential as a novel therapeutic in IBD and the further identification of 
regulatory mechanisms that can affect TFF expression may aid in the development of new drugs in 
IBD. 


