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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors investigated A Point Shear Wave Elastography Method for Assessing Liver Stiffness. 

This paper seems to be important and promising. However, there are some weaknesses that limit the 

overall message. As indicated below.  Major comment 1. In this study, the authors investigated the 

two study; 1) investigation of intraobserver and interobserver reproducibility of PSWE using iU22 

ultrasound system. 2) Diagnostic Accuracy of PSWE. However, these two trials cause confusion and 

misleadingness to a reader because the sample size is different. The reviewer suggest that the author 

should change the description of Diagnostic Accuracy of PSWE at first. Because, the sample size of 

the trial of Diagnostic Accuracy of PSWE is larger than that of investigation of intraobserver and 

interobserver reproducibility of PSWE.  Major comment 2. The cutoff values of equal to or greater 

than F3, and F4 by Transient elastography were quite lower than that previously reported. Stebbing J 

et al. reported that the cutoff value for detecting F4 was 15.08 KPa in their meta-analysis (from a total 

of 22 studies, and 4,430 patients) (J Clin Gastroenterol. 2010;44:214-9). Their result seem to be far apart 

from your result (cutoff of F4 was 9.3). This is a quit important thing for concerning about the 

reliability of the data.   Minor comment 1. There were several grammatical mistakes. Your article 

need English proofread by native speaker. 


