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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a literature review on the incidence and management of venous thromboembolic disease in 
patients with liver cirrhosis. It appears quite complete, given that there is a relatively scarce literature 
dealing specifically with these patients. As such it is of potential interest to the readership. The 
abstracts is non structured, and may benefit from a structured approach. Keywords are lacking and 
should be given at the bottom of the abstract.  The mechanisms paragraph could benefit from some 
artwork. It should be possible to draw the main coagulation pathways and highlights those factors 
that are directly implicated in the dysbalance caused by liver cirrhosis.  The paragraph on 
prevalence and risk factors is clearly written and the studies are well summarized.  The paragraph 
on risk factors is a reasonable overview. By the very nature of the limited literature, it is difficult to go 
into too much detail. Clearly, cirrhotics will suffer from greater hospitalization as well as have more 
frequent episodes resulting in inactivity, and those are independently associated with VTE.  The 
paragraph on management is interesting, as it clearly shows the conundrum that physicians have to 
face due to the perceived risks of bleeding vs the risk of thrombosis. I agree with the authors that its 
would require a randomised (multicenter) study to resolve in my opinion, as current adequate data is 
lacking.  The conclusion is probably correct, and there are clearly risk factors for VTE (and these are 
more important that those for bleeding). Ultimately, a well designed clinical trial seems the 
appropriate way forward.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Nicely done summary of thrombosis risk in cirrhosis, which seems to be somewhat overlooked 
clinically. 


