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ESPS Manuscript NO: 6818 (WJG) 

Title: HEPATITIS B TRANSMISSION BY CELL AND TISSUE ALLOGRAFTS: HOW SAFE IS SAFE 

ENOUGH? by P.Solves et al. 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS  

 

1. Introduction. 

This section is too generic. After reading it, the reader is likely to gain an insufficient introduction to 

this subject because quantitative findings are largely missing and, furthermore, the exact meaning of 

some adjectives (e.g. “very rare”) remains obscure (unless the reader decides to read all the full texts 

of the referenced papers). 

 

2. Donor screening 

This section is also too generic. Quantitative information is lacking, and the only information that is 

presented is essentially represented by the opinions of the authors. 

 

3. Donor testing: general considerations 

The authors do not indicate the evidential basis from which they have derived these considerations. 

 

4. Overall impression from the entire manuscript. 
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The quality of this paper is uniformly low. 

 

 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

a) Page 2, Abstract:  The abstract describes only the purposes of this review, whereas the reader 

would expect to find the main findings that the authors have obtained from their literature overview. 

b) Page 3, line 9: why “disease infectious”? 

c) Page 4, line 2: is musculoskeletal allograft really the most demanded tissue? 

d) Page 4, first paragraph: it is unclear whether these findings refer to “musculoskeletal allografts” 

and/or “allografts of several kind(s) of tissue” and/or “tissue allografts”. 

e) Page 5, line 9: “is assumed” is quite unclear: more importantly, the authors do not state the 

precise settings to which these consideration refer (e.g. which countries?). 

f) Page 6, line 9: references are usually indicated in numerical order. 

g) Page 6, line 18: what is an “important number”? 

h) Page 6: line 5 from the bottom: please, briefly  describe what this sequential algorithm is. 

i) Page 7, line 10: “sense” could be replaced by  a better term 

j) Page 8, lines 10 and 11  from the bottom: please correct “is well established” and “whether must 

be made” which are both grammatically incorrect. 

k) Page 9. line 2: please correct “raising question”. 

l) Page 9, line 7: it is infrequent that “a scandalous possibility” remains unsettled for nearly 10 

years; in fact, reference 33 dates back to 2004.  

m) Page 9, last paragraph from “In summary, ….”  to “is routinely performed”. There are no 

references. Who suggests that this strategy of “optimum screening” is optimal? 

n) Page 10, first paragraph: the findings by Tugwell should be described more clearly. 

o) Page 11: FMEA and MECA are not supported by any references. 

p) Page 13: In citing the experience of Project Notify, the authors do not explain in sufficient detail 

what the “global interface” is. 

q) Page 14: Please provide some references to the “guides” issued by the FDA. 

r) Page 15: the strategies proposed by the authors are not sufficiently supported by the literature 

mainly because the available literature has been insufficiently reviewed in this paper. 
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