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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This manuscript entitled HBeAg NEGATIVE VARIANTS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE NATURAL
HISTORY OF CHRONIC HEPATITIS B VIRUS INFECTION is a well written manuscript and
highlights an important problem. Some of the references are not in Vancouver style and needs
modification.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

General comments: This review was clear and comprehensive. Particularly, the virologic aspects of

precore and basal core promoter mutants were clearly introduced. However, some issues are

suggested to be further addressed. Specific comments: 1. The epidemiology of precore and basal core

promoter mutations may be summarized in figure or table. Their correlations with the differential

distribution of HBV genotype can also be described. 2. The biologic significance of HBsAg

quantitation (JHBsAg) may be explained in more detail; and the clinical significance of qHBsAg may

be summarized in Table. 3. Current forms of figures 1 and 2 would not be easy to general readers to

follow.




