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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This systematic review is of great interest as it focuses on a clinical meaningful problem.
Unfortunately, prognosis for patients diagnosed with pancraetic cancer is exteremely poor as the
majority of the patients are inoperable due to advance metastatic disease and only few respond to
standard treatment (i.e. gemcitabine). However, some revisions need to be made as the review is not
publishable in its current form. 1. Non-english articles should be included in the search as this is a
sistematic review 2. Page 5, characteristics of selected studies: line 2 authors should add references
after Belgium.Canada.. etc 3. results section: when describing the results in terms of OS, the authors
should detail this better (i.e. adding the number of months). Although they included a nice table, the
readers should be able to get more information by reading the text only. 4. Discussion section: The
first three lines belong to background and aim and should not be repeated in the discussion section.
5. English language should be properly reviewed. In details: 6. Page 7 line 17 was should be
replaced by were 7. Page 8: a) line 12: tumours. This includes should be replaced by tumours
including b)last line: have should be edited in has 8. Page 9: a) line 7 the results was should be
replaced by were b) line 10: that is important should be that are .. c) last line again were should be
replaced by was 9. Page 10, line 11: do not repeat in twice
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Dear authors, The authors have obtained most of relevant published papers, and summarized the
critical points. The review is the first report, which indicated hENT1 gene over expression in
pancreatic carcinoma being a potential predictive value for gemcitabine treatment.
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Dr. Nordh and colleagues systematically review the topic that hRENT1 expression and outcomes in
pancreatic cancer patients with gemcitabine treatment. Particularly they evaluated the role of hRENT1
as a predictive rather than prognostic factor. The included studies showed significant heterogeneity
regarding treatment regimes that patients received. However, the authors implied that this
heterogeneity would hardly influence the reliability of their conclusions. The better outcome in
high/positive hENT1 group thus might mix with influence from other treatments such as surgery
and radiation, which could alter the efficacy of gemcitabine in pancreatic cancer. Given this
shortcomings, the manuscript showed a good review in the topic and was still valuable to
understand the role of hENT1 as well as possible benefits for clinical use. = Minor comments: 1. I
suggest focused discussion on the underlying influence of different regimens patients had. 2. In
Response rate section, is the number of patients underwent PR, SD and PD was totally 24, however
34 patients were evaluated RR. What was the outcome of the left 10 patients?
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The authors presented a good review regarding an association between hENT1 and response to

gemcitabine in patients with pancreatic cancer. The manuscript is very good and needs only minor

changes before being accepted for publication. The authors should include information about the

costs of hENT1 testing and limitations, if any, that may preclude this test to be used widespread. any

specific patient group?




